Court of Honor Script

Brandon Walker
Sunday, February 15, 2009 - 2:00 p.m.
(SLIDESHOW is optional – You could have a slideshow to show a Welcome screen, an American flag during the color guards presenting the colors, etc.)

Jon Warnock: Good afternoon!  My name is Jon Warnock and I will be your Master of Ceremony today.  We are here to recognize the accomplishments of Eagle Scout Brandon Walker. 

At this time I would like to invite Brandon to come forward and take a seat. Brandon is escorted by his parents Dennis and Deb.  They are followed by his two brothers, Eric and Adam.  (PAUSE WHILE THEY COME FORWARD)

Jon Warnock: Will the members of the audience please rise? (PAUSE) Scout attention!  Scout salute!  Will the Color Guard please present the colors? Bulger sound off!  (COLOR GUARD COMES FORWARD AND PLACES FLAGS. COLOR GUARD REMAINS AT FLAGS DURING PLEDGE).

Jon Warnock: Please join Adam Walker as he leads us in the Pledge of Allegiance (PAUSE)

Adam Walker: Please join me in the Pledge of Allegiance.  "I pledge Allegiance…."

Jon Warnock: (when the Pledge completes) Two! Color Guard, dismissed.  

Jon Warnock: Please remain standing for the invocation by Pastor Ed Breed.
Pastor Ed Breed: Invocation
Jon Warnock: You may be seated.  (PAUSE while everyone sits)  I’d like to ask Brandon’s two brothers, Adam and Eric Walker to come forward to light the candle symbolizing the Spirit of Scouting and to represent the Walker family's Scouting tradition.  Eric is an Eagle Scout and member of Crew 2000.  Adam is in Pack 63 and will soon be in Troop 766.  (ERIC AND ADAM COMES FORWARD AND LIGHTS THE CANDLE – THIS IS THE SHORTEST OF THE 4 CANDLE HOLDERS)

Jon Warnock: Next, we’ll hear more about the Scouting Trail from Pete Rowbotham.  Mr. Rowbotham is a former District Chairman and former Scoutmaster of Troop 766.  He is currently an Assistant Scoutmaster of Troop 766.
Pete Rowbotham: After a youth enters Scouting, the Scout Law that they promise to obey begins to guide their life.  One by one, using the flame from the Spirit of Scouting, we shall light the symbols for each part of the Scout Law.  There are 12 parts; each is an important foundation in the building of strong character.  Richie Sutton, please come forward to light the twelve candles signifying the Scout Law. 

Richie Sutton: A Scout is Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, Kind, Obedient, Cheerful, Thrifty, Brave, Clean, and Reverent.  (LIGHTS THE CANDLES AS THEY REPEAT THE POINTS OF THE LAW) (STAYS UPFRONT TO LIGHT REMAINING 3 CANDLES AS DIRECTED)
Pete Rowbotham: In the Scout Oath the Scout promises upon his honor to do his best to do his duty,

· First to God and his country;  (LIGHTS CANDLE)
· Second, to other people, by helping them at all times; and (LIGHTS CANDLE)
· Third, to himself, by keeping himself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight. (LIGHTS CANDLE)
You can see how the light from the Spirit of Scouting is now beginning to grow and become brighter. 

(PETE AND RICHIE SIT DOWN).

Jon Warnock: Thank you, Mr. Rowbotham and Richie.  The Eagle award is the highest and most coveted rank in Scouting.  Greg Gibson will now review the steps Brandon has taken on the way to the Eagle Rank.  Mr. Gibson is a former Scoutmaster of Troop 766. 
Greg Gibson: The Scout begins as a Tenderfoot.  The Tenderfoot badge is the first rank advancement a Scout receives.  It stands at the foot of the Eagle Trail.  Once inspired by the Spirit of Scouting, they won't stay a Tenderfoot very long.  Putting a few simple achievements behind them, they will shortly climb to the rank of Second Class.   Could we please have Davie Sutton please come forward to light the Tenderfoot candle?
Davie Sutton: (Tenderfoot Scout - LIGHTS THE CANDLE IN FRONT OF THE TENDERFOOT SYMBOL & SAYS): 
I am/was the Tenderfoot.  My three points stand for the three parts of the Scout Oath.  You find me on the mariner's compass forever pointing the way to the North Star and a safe journey in life.  On my face are two stars representing truth and knowledge, a shield, which is the emblem of a nation molded together in justice, and an eagle to guard the freedom of my land.  (DAVIE SITS DOWN)
Greg Gibson: Thank you, Davie.  The requirements for Second Class become more difficult.  A Scout must learn to be self-sufficient in the outdoors and continue to render service to others.  Now the Scout is ready for the challenge to attain First Class.  Could we please have Michael McCune please come forward to light the Second Class candle?
Michael McCune: (Second Class - LIGHTS THE CANDLE IN FRONT OF THE SECOND CLASS SYMBOL AND SAYS):

I am/was the Second Class Scout.  The ends of my scroll are turned up in the willing smile of the Scout.  On my face is our motto, ‘Be prepared’, and suspended from me is a knot tied there to remind us of the slogan of the BSA, ‘Do a good turn daily.’  (MICHAEL SITS DOWN)
Greg Gibson: Thank you, Michael.  Although the requirements become more difficult, they keep climbing until finally comes the day when they reach the first summit along the Eagle Trail.  There they receive their First Class badge.  Could we please have Mason McCune please come forward to light the First Class candle?
Mason McCune: (First Class - LIGHTS THE CANDLE IN FRONT OF THE FIRST CLASS SYMBOL AND SAYS):

I am/was the First Class Scout. I was Second Class. I laid a course by the stars of truth and knowledge and I wrapped myself in the righteousness of justice and freedom. My badge shows the complete Scout emblem---fleur-de-lis, eagle and shield, stars, and scroll---indicating that I have completed my basic Scout training. I added a smile that I might be a friend to all and bound myself together with the knot of duty to others."  (MASON SITS DOWN)
Greg Gibson: Thank you, Mason.  A broad field of merit badges awaits the First Class Scout.  More than 100 Merit Badges guide the Scout to explore careers, hobbies, and community interest items.  The Scout needs a total of six to conquer the Star Scout summit.  Probably a lot sooner than they thought possible, the Scout finds themselves standing on Star Ridge.  Then, through leadership, service, and achievement, they conquer the first of three great peaks along the Eagle Trail.  Could we please have John Fogliano please come forward to light the Star candle?
John Fogliano: (Star - LIGHTS THE CANDLE IN FRONT OF THE STAR CLASS SYMBOL AND SAYS):

I am/was the Star.  Now that I can stand alone, I have earned the right to improve on my own. To me goes the honor of choosing my field. Before me lie unlimited opportunities. Just like the stars in the night sky, I can shine as brightly as any of them.  (JOHN SITS DOWN)
Greg Gibson: Thank you, John.  The trail to the next summit, Life Scout peak, isn't easy. There is leadership to demonstrate, service to others, and plenty of hard work in mastering five additional Merit Badges and helping fellow Scouts.  The higher the Scout climbs, the fewer travelers they meet along the trail.  Yet there are no impossible barriers along the way. This Life Scout's goal can be achieved but it takes real effort.  Could we please have Nolan Herlocker please come forward to light the Life candle?
Nolan Herlocker: (Life - LIGHTS THE CANDLE IN FRONT OF THE LIFE CLASS SYMBOL AND SAYS):

I am/as the Life Scout.  I have shown the world that Scouting is in my heart.  I have mastered the knowledge of subjects that will benefit my country and my fellow man.  I am now ready to reach for my wings and fly.  (NOLAN SITS DOWN)
Greg Gibson: Thank you, Nolan.  While the rank of Life Scout is a coveted one, and deserving to all who obtain it, the Eagle Trail does not end there; it leads on towards a higher summit.  Before you attain Eagle, many additional Merit Badges are needed.  Some of them are difficult, and in the meantime, leadership and service to others are not forgotten.  Only those with the greatest amount of persistence and courage are able to gain the thrill of victory that comes while looking down the trail from the very top of the Eagle Summit.   Could we please have Josh Svenson please come forward?
Josh Svenson: (Eagle – DOES NOT LIGHT THE CANDLE, BUT SAYS):

I am the Eagle Scout.  It has been a long, hard but wonderful road and I have mastered my goal.  With deep humility, I now stand as a representative of the best that Scouting can accomplish in the lives of young Scouts.  May I now pass on a portion of my knowledge?  (JOSH SITS DOWN)
Jon Warnock: Thank you, Josh and Mr. Gibson.  It is now my pleasure to introduce Dennis Walker.  Mr. Walker is an Eagle Scout, the current Scoutmaster of Troop 766, and Hawkeye Area Council Advancement Chair.
Dennis Walker: Will Eagle candidate Brandon Walker please come forward? (PAUSE)  Brandon, you are to be congratulated for reaching the highest peak of the Eagle Trail; your diligence and hard work have paid off.

In a moment, I will ask you to take the Eagle Scout Oath.  As Brandon takes this pledge for the first time, will those Eagle Scouts (youth and adults) who are present in the audience please come forward and reaffirm their pledge?  (PAUSE)  Will each of you please give the Scout Sign and repeat after me in unison?

Dennis Walker:

Eagle Scout Oath

On my honor, I will do my best, to do my duty to God.
(PAUSE)

On my honor, I will do my best, to do my duty to my country.
(PAUSE)

I reaffirm my allegiance
(PAUSE)
to the three promises of the Scout Oath.
(PAUSE)

I thoughtfully recognize and take upon myself
(PAUSE)

the obligations and responsibilities
(PAUSE)
of the rank of Eagle Scout.
(PAUSE)

On my honor, I will do my best, to make my training an example,
(PAUSE)

and make my rank and influence strongly count
(PAUSE)

for better Scouting and for better citizenship,
(PAUSE)

in my Troop, in my community, 
(PAUSE)

and in my contact with other people,
(PAUSE)

regardless of race, color, or creed.
(PAUSE)

To this, I pledge my sacred honor.
(PAUSE)

Two!
The Eagle Scouts from the audience may now return to their seats.  Thank you. (PAUSE)
Brandon, I charge you to enter the Eagle Scout brotherhood holding ever before you, without reservation, the ideals of honor and service.  By repeating the Eagle Scout pledge before your fellow members, you have become an Eagle Scout.  Though the words you used just now are similar to those by which you joined Scouting, today they mean more than they ever could have meant at that time, or at any time in the past.  When you pledged yourself on your sacred honor, using the same words, which are found at the end of the Declaration of Independence, you sealed your eternal loyalty to the code of the Eagle Scout.

Brandon, are you willing to accept these responsibilities?

Brandon: I am.
Dennis Walker: By the authority vested in this court of honor by the National Council of the BSA and by recommendation of the persons who have investigated your credentials, your leadership practices, and your character, we hereby award the rank of Eagle Scout to you. Please light the candle signifying the rank of Eagle.

(EAGLE PROCEEDS TO LIGHT THE EAGLE CANDLE)

Dennis Walker: Eagle Scout Brandon Walker will you please escort your family to the front.  (PAUSE WHILE DENNIS, DEB, ERIC, AND ADAM ARE ESCORTED TO THE FRONT)  Brandon, your parents have been a constant source of support for the eight years you have spent on your trail to Eagle. They are very proud of you, as are all of us in Crew 2000 and Troop 766.  

Eagle Medal:

Dennis Walker: Your mother has given you love, encouragement, and support for many years, not only in Scouting but also in your many other activities.  It is with great pleasure that I ask her to pin the Eagle medal on your uniform.

(DENNIS HANDS MEDAL TO DEB, THEN SHE PINS IT ON THE EAGLE)
Mother’s Pin:
Dennis Walker: Brandon, over the years you have had the chance to pin many mother's pins on your parent’s ribbon.  This afternoon you have the honor of pinning the Eagle pin on her ribbon and thanking her one more time for all that she has done for you.  (DENNIS HANDS THE MOTHER'S PIN TO EAGLE, THEN EAGLE PINS MOTHER'S PIN ON RIBBON)

Father’s Pin:
Dennis Walker: Brandon, your father, too, has helped you along the Eagle trail and in all other aspects of your life. He has always been there for you when you needed help and he has always encouraged you to achieve and learn in your endeavors. Please pin this Eagle tie tack on his pocket next to his Eagle Medal he earned over 28 years ago.  (DENNIS HANDS TIE TACK TO EAGLE AND EAGLE PUTS PIN ON HIS FATHER)

Eagle Neckerchief/Slide:
Dennis Walker: Brandon, as an outward sign of your achievement your father will now present you with an Eagle Scarf and slide.  (DENNIS HANDS NECKERCHIEF AND SLIDE TO THE FATHER, THEN THE FATHER PUTS THEM AROUND THE EAGLE’S NECK)

Eagle Gift from Parents:
Jon Warnock: At this time Brandon's parents, Dennis and Deb would like to present a special gift to Brandon.

(EAGLE GIFT FROM PARENTS ARE PRESENTED TO EAGLE)
Brandon Walker: I have received quite a few things tonight, but now I would like to make a presentation of my own. The BSA has created the Eagle Mentor pin as a way of honoring those whose efforts have assisted a Scout to reach the Eagle Scout rank; and tonight, I would like to honor a leader who has given me (and many others) a tremendous amount of help in making this possible. I would like to present this to  ___________.
(EAGLE PINS MENTOR PIN ON RECIPIENT(S), SCOUT HANDSHAKE)
Jon Warnock: Brandon, you may now escort your parents and family back to their seats.

(EAGLE ESCORTS THEIR PARENTS AND FAMILY BACK TO THEIR SEATS - EAGLE RETURNS TO FRONT).  Brandon, you are an impressive young man. But you didn’t accomplish this important milestone without help from many people. I’d like to invite five of those important people to share with you their perspectives on your responsibilities.  (READS OFF 5 NAMES)
Bob Warnock: The foremost responsibility of an Eagle Scout is to live with honor. Honor is the foundation of all character. You should live honorably, not only because honor is important to you, but because of the vital significance of the example you set for others. Living honorably reflects credit on your home, your church, your Crew, and your community. (SCOUT HANDSHAKE WITH EAGLE - THEN RETURNS TO END OF LINE)
Janice Coleman:  The second obligation of an Eagle Scout is loyalty. You should be true to your family, leaders, friends, school, and nation. Your loyalty to your Crew makes you want to pitch in and carry your share of the load. All of these help to build loyalty, which means devotion to community, to country, to one's own ideals, and to God. (SCOUT HANDSHAKE WITH EAGLE - THEN RETURNS TO END OF LINE)
Tom Laing:  The third obligation of an Eagle Scout is to be courageous. Courage has always been a quality by which men measure themselves and others. To you, bravery should mean not only the courage to face physical danger but the determination to stand up for the right. Trusting in God, with faith in your fellow man, you can look forward to each day, seeking your share of the world's work to do. (SCOUT HANDSHAKE WITH EAGLE - THEN RETURNS TO END OF LINE)
Eric Walker:  The fourth responsibility of an Eagle Scout is service. You should extend a helping hand to those who still toil up the trail, just as others helped you in your climb to the summit. The performance of a daily good turn takes on a new meaning as you enter the adult life of continuing service to others. You must stand as a protector of the weak and helpless, aid and comfort the unfortunate and the oppressed, and uphold the rights of others while defending your own. (SCOUT HANDSHAKE WITH EAGLE - THEN RETURNS TO END OF LINE)
Bill Sutton:  The final obligation as an Eagle Scout is to have a vision.  As a leader, you must now blaze your own trail.  Just as a bald eagle soaring high above the ground can look far into the distance, so too must you look far into the future.  Many people will follow you; only with vision will you lead them in the right direction.  Let the silver eagle hanging from your badge remind you of vision. (SCOUT HANDSHAKE WITH EAGLE)
(5 LEADERS AND EAGLE SIT DOWN)

Jon Warnock:  Thank you all for those important insights. I would like to introduce Mr. Matt Herlocker for his perspective on Eagle Scout Brandon Walker.  Mr. Herlocker is a former Scoutmaster of Troop 766.

Matt Herlocker: CLOSING REMARKS
Jon Warnock: Thank you, Mr. Herlocker. In a moment we will have an opportunity to share some images of Brandon’s accomplishments that we honor today. Before we start that presentation, I’d like to offer Brandon the opportunity to make some closing comments.

Brandon Walker: COMMENTS BY EAGLE.
Jon Warnock: Eric and Adam Walker, would you please come forward and extinguish the ceremonial candles? 

(ERIC AND ADAM COME FORWARD; EXTINGUISH CANDLES AND RETURNS TO THEIR SEAT. JON REMAINS AT THE PODIUM.)
Jon Warnock: Would the color guard please come forward.  (PAUSE) Would everyone please rise?  Scout attention!  Scout salute!  Color guards, please retire the colors!  Bugler, sound off! 

Jon Warnock: This concludes our program today. Thank you all for coming. I hope that you will all take this opportunity to congratulate Brandon and join us for food and refreshments. 

(EAGLE SLIDESHOW)
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